Vacancy for a research project with PhD at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel in collaboration with Utrecht University
Theme: elite sport policies / Prioritisation/ Social value of elite sport
SPLISS: Sports Policy factors Leading to International Sporting Success
The research project & PhD: SPLISS project and context
Since 2009 a consortium of researchers developed a large-scale international comparative study comparing elite sport policies, currently involving 15 nations. This is reflected in the name “SPLISS; Sports Policy factors Leading to International Sporting Success”. An extensive amount of data have been collected through an overall sport policy inventory and through a survey with elite athletes, elite coaches and performance directors.
The aim of this vacancy is to collaborate in the coordination of the SPLISS project as a junior researcher, to the data analysis, research reporting, method and theory development and organization of the SPLISS conference, November 13 and 14, 2013. You become a project collaborator and the aim is to get a leading role in SPLISS coordination on the longer term. 

For more information about this project:
· http://www.vub.ac.be/SBMA/research-projects#Elite_sport_...VDB
· www.SPLISS.net
· www.elitesportconference.com 
Meanwhile, the researcher prepares PhD, within the following themes (depending on the interest and profile of the candidate):
1. the social value of elite sport (e.g. effect of elite athletes as role models, effect of elite sport on sports participation (trickle down effect),…
2. the consequences of targeting and prioritizing elite sport policies (this is concerned with the question related to the fact that nations tend to target their resources to only a few sports with chances for success, versus diversification where nations invest in a diversity of sports)
In order to complete this PhD, the researcher will partly be able to make use of data available through the SPLISS study on one of the themes above. The exact subject of the PhD can be determined based on the interest of the candidate, the background and after reading literature.
The scholarship
The researcher will be paid as a PhD bursal (100%), starting with two years and with the possibility to lengthen the project (max 2 years), depending on the availability of resources and the progress of the PhD. The Grant amounts to EUR 1900 net a month for a period of initially two years, with the aim to lengthen the project to a maximum of four years. Because of the statute, this is vacancy requires a fulltime job and cannot be combined with another job
.
Working place

The researcher will be appointed at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB, Brussels), the department of Sports Policy and Maangement. The PhD is a joint Phd between Utrecht University and the VUB.
Profile

· Dutch speaking or English speaking

· the researcher must have a good knowledge of statistics and be familiar with statistical packages such as SPSS. Within the SPLISS project, the researcher will have to analyze and report on the international comparative data to the consortium group;
· within his/her PhD, the researcher will be required to a systematic review, carry out data collection and analyze data. He or she will have to write a PhD thesis, consisting of papers written for international scientific journals and to present the results on international scientific conferences

· good research and report writing skills 
· knowledge of quantitative and qualitative research methodologies.

Requirements
· He or she should have obtained recently a Master degree; if the candidate has a non-Belgian diploma the application will have to be approved by the Vice-Rector for Student Policy. For more information about PhDs: http://www.vub.ac.be/phd/english/index.php
Starting date: 

September 2013
Information and application

For further details and/ or application, please contact:

Prof. Dr. Veerle De Bosscher: vdebossc@vub.ac.be  (Belgium, Vrije Universiteit Brussel)
Or Prof. Dr. Maarten van Bottenburg: M.vanBottenburg@uu.nl (the Netherlands, Utrecht University)
Please put Carine Van Den Houcke in cc: cvdhouck@vub.ac.be 

For more information, please contact:

· Veerle De Bosscher: 0032/486/52.60. 60 – Carine Van Den Houcke: 0032/2/629.27.12
Applications should be sent no later than August 5th, preferably by e-mail. 
The application should be accompanied by: 

· a detailed Curriculum Vitae
· a motivation letter for the theme of the vacancy and for the PhD
· competences and skills related to elite sport policy (these are a strength, but not a precondition)
· competences  and skills on writing and research

· competences with regard to statistics and research skills

· competences regarding the English language (speaking and writing)

� For candidates who have been appointed by a Belgian university previously, the candidate  may not have worked –before the start of the PhD- (a) more than 365 days at an university in the statue of an assistant and/or (b) have already worked as a bursal for the FWO, IWT or at a Belgian university.





